INTRODUCTION
As the state of technology has evolved, demands on information have increased dramatically. It is no longer acceptable to wait weeks, days, or even hours for a report. Our organizations demand instant access to information. We have moved from the mainframe, to the desktop, to the laptop. We carry our offices with us when we travel. Now, even that is not good enough. We want instant access to our dafa 24 hours a day, whether we are in our offices, in our homes, or on the road.
Over the past few years, cellular phones and Personal Digital Assistants (PDAs) have changed the world dramatically.
We can now be in communication with the outside world at all hours of the day or night, even when we are on vacation. The world wide web has made access to information a global phenomenon. However, until recently cell phones and PDAs were unable to communicate with the world of information accessible over the web.
This has all changed with the advent of WAP. Wireless Application Protocol was designed to allow any WAP enabled device, primarily cell phones and PDAs, to communicate with the world wide web and access information across the web. This information could be a web page, a web search, a database query on your office computer, or even the ability to run a SAS application remotely.
Using WAP, it is now possible to enter or retrieve information from your data warehouse or other SAS application using nothing more than a cell phone or a PDA. Since cell phones provide a very limited "window" and can only display small amounts of information at one time, WAP has only had limited success in cell phone implementations. However, with a larger "window" of information, PDAs such as the PalmPilot or Handspring Visor are much more suitable for WAP implementations.
This presentation will concentrate on PDAs as a data entry / retrieval device. It will use the Palm VIIx for demonstration purposes.
However, the techniques are valid for any WAP-enabled device. This paper will provide an introduction to WAP, discuss some of the key areas needed to work with WAP, and demonstrate how WAP can be used with SAS software.
FINAL PAPER AVAILABILITY
Because the information in this paper addresses some topics still under development at SAS, most notably AppDev Studio Release 2.0, the final paper was not available by the deadline necessary for publication of the SUGI Proceedings. AppDev Studio Release 2.0 contains several enhangements that will facilitate development of WAP enabled SAS applications. Once the paper has been completed, it will be available for download from the author's website.
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